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The Art Forger by Barbara A. Shapiro 

(Regular Print, eAudiobook) 

Almost twenty-five years after the infamous art heist at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum--still the 

largest unsolved art theft in history--one of the stolen Degas paintings is delivered to the Boston studio 

of a young artist. Claire Roth has entered into a Faustian bargain with a powerful gallery owner by 

agreeing to forge the Degas in exchange for a one-woman show in his renowned gallery. But as she 

begins her work, she starts to suspect that this long-missing masterpiece--the very one that had been 

hanging at the Gardner for one hundred years--may itself be a forgery. The Art Forger is a thrilling 

novel about seeing--and not seeing--the secrets that lie beneath the canvas. 

 

The Art Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughs in Modern Art by Sebastian 

Smee 

(Nonfiction) 

(Regular Print) 

"Picasso & Matisse. Manet & Degas. Pollack & de Kooning. Lucian Freud & Francis Bacon. This is the 

story of four pairs of artists -- each linked by friendship and a spirit of competitiveness. Taken together, 

they form an impressive lineage stretching across more than 150 years. But in each case, these 

relationships had a flashpoint, a damaging psychological event that seemed to mark both an end and a 

new beginning, a break that led onto new creative innovations"-- Provided by publisher. 

 

Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter 

(Regular Print, eBook) 

Follows a young Italian innkeeper and his almost-love affair with a beautiful American starlet, which 

draws him into a glittering world filled with unforgettable characters. 

 

Family Family by Laurie Frankel 

(Regular Print, eBook, eAudiobook) 

"India Allwood grew up wanting to be an actress. Armed with a stack of index cards and a hell of a lot 

of talent, she goes from awkward 16-year-old to Broadway ingenue to tv star. But while promoting her 

most recent project, a film about adoption, India does what you should never do - she tells a journalist 

the truth: it's a bad movie. Like so many movies about adoption, it tells only one story, a tragic one. But 

India's an adoptive mom herself and knows there's so much more to her family than tragedy. Soon she's 

at the center of a media storm, battling accusations from the press and the paparazzi, from protesters on 

the right and advocates on the left. Her daughter Fig knows they need help - and who better to call for 

help than family? Because India's not just an adoptive mom. She also had a baby she gave up for 

adoption her senior year of high school. That baby is now sixteen, excited to meet her birth mother and 

eager to help, but she also has an agenda and secrets of her own. It turns out what makes a family isn't 

blood and it isn't love because no matter how they're formed, the hallmark of true family is this: it's 

complicated"-- Provided by publisher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Get the Picture: A Mind-Bending Journey Among the Inspired Artists and Obsessive Art Fiends 

Who Taught Me How to See by Bianca Bosker 

(Nonfiction) 

"The New York Times bestselling author of Cork Dork takes readers on another fascinating, hilarious, 

and revelatory journey-this time burrowing deep inside the impassioned, secretive world of art and 

artists An award-winning journalist obsessed with obsession, Bianca Bosker's existence was upended 

when she wandered into the art world-and couldn't look away. Intrigued by artists who hyperventilate 

around their favorite colors and art fiends who max out credit cards to show hunks of metal they think 

can change the world, Bosker grew fixated on understanding why art matters and how she-or any of us-

could engage with it more deeply. In Get the Picture, Bosker throws herself into the nerve center of art 

and the people who live for it: gallerists, collectors, curators, and, of course, artists themselves-the kind 

who work multiple jobs to afford their studios while scrabbling to get eyes on their art. As she stretches 

canvases until her fingers blister, talks her way into A-list parties full of billionaire collectors, has her 

face sat on by a nearly-naked performance artist, and forces herself to stare at a single sculpture for 

hours on end while working as a museum security guard, she discovers not only the inner workings of 

the art-canonization machine but also a more expansive way of living. Probing everything from cave 

paintings to Instagram, and from the science of sight to the importance of beauty as it examines art's role 

in our culture, our economy, and our hearts, Get the Picture is a rollicking adventure that will change the 

way you see forever"-- Provided by publisher. 

 

The Queen of the Night by Alexander Chee 

(Regular Print) 

Lilliet Berne is a sensation of the Paris Opera, a legendary soprano with every accolade except an 

original role, every singer’s chance at immortality. When one is finally offered to her, she realizes with 

alarm that the libretto is based on a hidden piece of her past. Only four could have betrayed her: one is 

dead, one loves her, one wants to own her. And one, she hopes, never thinks of her at all.  As she mines 

her memories for clues, she recalls her life as an orphan who left the American frontier for Europe and 

was swept up into the glitzy, gritty world of Second Empire Paris. In order to survive, she transformed 

herself from hippodrome rider to courtesan, from empress’s maid to debut singer, all the while weaving 

a complicated web of romance, obligation, and political intrigue. 

 

My Roommate is a Vampire by Jenna Levine 

(Regular Print) 

"True love is at stake in this charming, debut romantic comedy. Cassie Greenberg loves being an artist, 

but it's a tough way to make a living. On the brink of eviction, she's desperate when she finds a too-

good-to-be-true apartment in a beautiful Chicago neighborhood. Cassie knows there has to be a catch-

only someone with a secret to hide would rent out a room for that price. Of course, her new roommate 

Frederick J. Fitzwilliam is far from normal. He sleeps all day, is out at night on business, and talks like 

he walked out of a regency-romance novel. He also leaves Cassie heart-melting notes around the 

apartment, cares about her art, and asks about her day. And he doesn't look half bad shirtless, on the rare 

occasions they're both home and awake. But when Cassie finds bags of blood in the fridge that definitely 

weren't there earlier, Frederick has to come clean... Cassie's sexy new roommate is a vampire. And he 

has a proposition for her"-- Provided by publisher. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Story of Art Without Men by Katy Hessel  

(Nonfiction) 

(Regular Print, eAudiobook) 

"How many women artists do you know? Who makes art history? Did women even work as artists 

before the twentieth century? And what is the Baroque anyway? Guided by Katy Hessel, art historian 

and founder of @thegreatwomenartists, discover the glittering paintings by Sofonisba Anguissola of the 

Renaissance, the radical work of Harriet Powers in the nineteenth-century United States and the artist 

who really invented the "readymade." Explore the Dutch Golden Age, the astonishing work of postwar 

artists in Latin America, and the women defining art in the 2020s. Have your sense of art history 

overturned and your eyes opened to many artforms often ignored or dismissed. From the Cornish coast 

to Manhattan, Nigeria to Japan, this is the history of art as it's never been told before"-- Provided by 

publisher. 

 

The Swans of Harlem: Five Black Ballerinas, Fifty Years of Sisterhood, and Their Reclamation of 

a Groundbreaking History by Karen Valby 

(Nonfiction) 

(Regular Print) 

"The forgotten story of a pioneering group of five Black ballerinas, the first principals in the Dance 

Theatre of Harlem, who traveled the world as highly celebrated stars in their field and whose legacy was 

erased from history until now. At the height of the Civil Rights movement, Lydia Abar�ca was a Black 

prima ballerina with a major international dance company-the Dance Theatre of Harlem. She was the 

first Black ballerina on the cover of Dance magazine, an Essence cover star, cast in The Wiz and on 

Broadway with Bob Fosse. She performed in some of ballet's most iconic works with her closest friends-

founding members of the company, the Swans of Harlem, Gayle McKinney, Sheila Rohan, Marcia Sells, 

and Karlya Shelton-for the Queen of England and Mick Jagger, with Josephine Baker, at the White 

House, and beyond. Some forty years later, when Lydia's granddaughter wanted to show her own ballet 

class evidence of her grandmother's success, she found almost none, but for some yellowing 

photographs and programs in the family basement. Lydia had struggled for years to reckon with the 

erasure of her success, as all the Swans had. Still united as sisters in the present, they decided it was time 

to share their story themselves. Captivating, rich in vivid detail and character, and steeped in the glamor 

and grit of professional ballet, The Swans of Harlem is a riveting account of five extraordinarily 

accomplished women, a celebration of their historic careers, and a window into the robust history of 

Black ballet, hidden for too long"-- Provided by publisher. 


